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Downsizing

by Allen Newton 

COMMUNITIES need to 
better understand the 
needs of an ageing pop-
ulation in order to ensure 
older community mem-
bers can live in safe, ap-
propriate, and aff ordable 
homes.

That’s the view of Ur-
ban Development Insti-
tute of Australia’s WA 
(UDIA WA) CEO Tanya 
Steinbeck. She believes 
it is really important 
that we foster a greater 
community understand-
ing about the bene ts 
of quality medium and 
high-density develop-
ment in our suburbs, 
so that we can deliver 
the diversity of housing 
needed, including for our 
older generations. 

“Local and state gov-
ernment, along with the 

development industry, 
need to work more ef-
fectively together to ed-
ucate people about what 
needs to happen in our 
local areas to ensure we 
are accommodating our 
older community mem-
bers in safe, appropriate 
and aff ordable homes, 
where they want to live,” 
Tanya says. 

UDIA WA represents 
the urban development 
industry in Western Aus-
tralia.

Tanya says the indus-
try is a community cre-
ator. It plans and delivers 
the places and spaces 
that are integral to our 
lives including residen-
tial, commercial, retail 
and industrial areas.  

“A key focus for UDIA 
is housing diversity and 
aff ordability. It is abso-
lutely critical that peo-

ple have access to safe 
and secure housing that 
meets their needs. 

“This is particularly im-
portant for older Austra-
lians. It is critical that they 
have housing options 
that meet their chang-
ing needs, in locations 
that allow them to age in 
place.” 

UDIA WA is pushing 
for greater in ll develop-
ment, facilitating housing 
choice, property taxation 
reform including the abo-
lition of Stamp Duty, and 
maintaining a consis-
tent supply of aff ordable 
housing.  

Being able to ‘age in 
place’ means provid-
ing aff ordable housing 
choices for older people 
in the area that they are 
familiar with, may have 
lived in for many years 
and where they have 

established networks 
including family and 
friends, support services 
and other local commu-
nity ties. 

“We are seeing a trend 
toward residential aged 
care facilities in more es-
tablished areas, includ-
ing higher density retire-
ment and seniors living 
accommodation closer 
to their local area.” 

Providing an increased 
level of quality in ll hous-
ing in areas that are close 
to essential services is 
also important in pro-
viding older people with 
appropriate options as 
they get older and rely 
more heavily on public 
transport and proximity 
to medical or other sup-
port services. 

Tanya says apartment 
developers are also in-
corporating concierge 

and other support ser-
vices into their new build-
ings to cater for the older 
demographic of buyers 
such as downsizers who 
are an increasing com-
ponent of their market. 

Accessible and univer-
sally designed homes al-
low people to stay in their 
homes for longer as they 
are designed to accom-
modate their changing 
needs and abilities. 

She says that includes 
homes with  exible lay-
outs that can be adapted 
to suit diff erent needs 
such as wheelchair ac-
cess. 

Retirement living com-
munities are a popular 
choice for many retir-
ees and older people, 
she says. These types 
of communities off er at-
tractive lifestyle options, 
supportive communities 
and lots of entertainment 
and recreation facilities. 

“However, they are not 
for everyone. That is why 
we support the delivery 
of diverse housing, from 
smaller, single homes 
through to apartments, 
to allow more people to 
downsize to appropriate 
accommodation in their 
local area.” 

New developments of-
fer a range of recreation-
al and other facilities to 
suit a broad range of in-
terests and demograph-
ics. 

“Developers today un-

dertake extensive com-
munity research and 
consultation to ascertain 
what facilities and amen-
ity best suit the needs of 
their current and future 
community members. 

“Parks and other pub-
lic open spaces often 
incorporate accessible 
design and feature ele-
ments that suit diff erent 
abilities and needs. 

“Many developers go 
beyond ‘bricks and mor-
tar’ and employ commu-
nity engagement offi  cers 
that develop a range 
of community services 
and opportunities for 
locals to connect with 
each other and establish 
groups including senior 
citizens groups, ‘men’s 
sheds’, and other groups 
aimed at older commu-
nity members.” 

For West Australians 
looking to the future, 
who believe they will 
want to age in place, 
Tanya believes it is not 
simply a matter of con-
structing homes that 
are more adaptable at 
a price point the market 
can aff ord.

“Rather than just mak-
ing our homes more 
adaptable, we believe a 
better approach would 
be making transitioning 
between diff erent hous-
ing types as households 
needs change over time 
is a more eff ective solu-
tion. To achieve this we 

need to remove inef-
 cient taxes such as 
stamp duty.” 

Tanya says public 
transport is crucial.

“Access to effi  cient 
and aff ordable public 
transport is critical in 
our cities, and it is par-
amount for older people 
who may not be able to 
drive themselves or have 
limited access to per-
sonal transport. 

“The ability to get to 
medical appointments, 
go shopping and visit 
family and friends is con-
tingent upon a train and 
bus network that allows 
for travel across the city 
network from north to 
south and east to west. 

“The State Govern-
ment’s METRONET pro-
gram is an important as-
pect of improving Perth’s 
public transport network, 
however there is still a 
shortfall when it comes 
to east – west connec-
tivity and people getting 
from suburb to suburb. 
An improved rapid transit 
bus network would as-
sist with this issue. 

“Development of pre-
cincts around METR-
ONET stations with a mix 
of uses including resi-
dential and commercial 
development will also 
provide more opportuni-
ty for people to live in a 
precinct where they have 
everything they need at 
their  ngertips,” she said.

Understanding community needs when it comes to an ageing population 
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PIARA WATERS LIFESTYLE RESORT STAGE 1 NOW SELLING
The earlier you register, the higher up the queue you will be to select a 
home in Stage 1 or Stage 2 in this exclusive lifestyle resort for over 50s.
Located just 25 minutes from the city and close to all major conveniences and services, the 
Piara Waters Lifestyle Resort offers a unique opportunity to enjoy architecturally designed 
1, 2 and 3 bedroom homes and resort style living.

To take advantage of the Stage 1 prices and be one of the first to select from 13 architecturally 
designed lifestyle homes and pay NO weekly fees until the main clubhouse is completed.

THE RESORT STYLE FACILITIES: 
Indoor heated pool, Bowling green, Boutique cinema, 
Pickle ball courts, Spa and sauna, Modern gymnasium, 
Caravan and boat storage bays, Hobby workshop, Art, 
hobby and creative studio and much, much more!

Follow us on social facebook.com/ProvidenceLifestyle

REGISTER at piarawatersresort.com.au

No Entry or Exit Fees - No Stamp Duty - Pet Friendly - Everything is Included

EXCLUSIVE BOUTIQUE LIFESTYLE RESORT FOR OVER 50s

PIARA WATERS

STAGE 1

SELLING 
FAST!
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