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Dear Mr Byres

Thank you for your correspondence of 23 Novemb er Z}2}co-sigued by Mike Zorbasof the

Property Cormcil of Australia conce,rning refonn of the Environrnent Protection and
Biodi'versily Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999.

On 30 October 2020,theEPBC Act Indepe,ndent Reviewer, Professor Graeme Samuel AC,
providd me with his Final Reporl The Final Report is comprehensive, and the Aushalian

Government will spend the time necmsary to fully consider Professor Sastuel's

recommendations.

I appreciate the participation of UDIA and the Property Council of Austalia in
Professor Sarnuel's consultative process. Professor Sarnuel has provided recommended

Standards inhis Final Report and other key reform elements that were shaped by those

ipportant stakeholder inputs. Thank you also for your suggestions on a pathway forward. I will
continue to work with key stakeholders in responding to Professor Samuel's recommendations,

and I note the continued interest of the UDIA and the Property Council of Australia in this
process.

As an initial reform stql, the Gove,nme,nt r€flrains committed to the eady reforms I announced

- - inJuly2D}l,wldeh alignwith the reeommendatiees of'the re+icw:s&t€rim Rqe+-Si+ -_

includes progressing single-touch approvals, which will accredit states and territories to make

EPBC Act approval decisions on the Commonwealth's behalf, underpinned by standards.

Thank you for your continued interest in reforrr of our national environment laws. I have also

written to Mr Zorbas with a similar response.
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