


Street trees are commonly installed following completion of the home with the front landscaping
package to avoid being damaged and to allow irrigation via the private water connection along
with the balance of the front landscaping. Should the developer be forced to maintain these trees
for two years following the completion of the house and landscaping packages, it would add
significant costs to the development which results in increased land prices.

The discussion paper’'s suggestion of a two year maintenance period is unreasonable and
difficult to implement. The proposed policy runs counter to the Department of Water's
conservation and allocation strategy with water allocation licences not available in many areas
across Perth. The developer is not in a position to address damage to irrigation run from the
house lot associated with the street tree and local councils are unlikely to have water allocation
to maintain young trees.

Summary

UDIA is aware that individual members have provided extensive feedback on the draft policy and
UDIA would like to add its support these with particular reference to the submission provided by
Taylor Burrell Barnett.

WAPC must reconsider the value of a policy that will have such a devastating impact on housing
affordability. The draft policy is ill-conceived and unnecessary and fails to recognise that trees
are already provided by most developers. WAPC's task is to influence utility providers into
committing to common trenching rather than impose the burden of additional cost on the
purchaser.

UDIA is committed to a flexible approach to verge and road reserve widths to ensure overall
urban design outcomes that benefit each particular development rather than a ‘one size fits all’
approach. If we are to achieve diversity of housing options to cater for the changing needs of
home buyers and if we are to deliver communities that create their own strong sense of place,
flexibility in planning policy is required and we would like that principle applied to road reserve
and verge widths.

Liveable Neighbourhoods is accepted and well understood by the planning fraternity and the
development industry and provides for a range of road profiles with street trees and services
already provided for in cross sections. The discussion paper makes a number of
unsubstantiated statements to support the argument for widening road reserves with no tangible
evidence of why the existing policy should be changed.

UDIA supports the current cross section approach allowing a range of widths to be negotiated as
part of the rigorous urban design process. WAPC should identify and develop flexible strategies
that meet the desired outcomes for both increased street trees and adequate reserves for
services.
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We trust that you will give this submission due consideration before making any modifications to
Liveable Neighbourhoods.  Should you wish to discuss this submission further, | can be
contacted on 9321 1101.

Yours sincerely

Debra Goostrey
Chief Executive Officer
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ATTACHMENT 1
SUBMISSION PROVIDED BY
TAYLOR BURRELL BARNETT



ATTACHMENT 2
STREET TREE MAINTENANCE GUIDE



Looking after

your street tree

We all want to live in a leafy suburb, with the cooling shade that trees provide
and the‘softening’ of street views. Streets that are shady with trees are pleasant
to be in and stroll through. They also attract activity which increases safety for all

e
The core focus of Malvern Springs is its pockets of open space positioned
throughout the length of the village, connected by a network of paths. Our

landscaping is distinctive and relates to the undulating nature of the land, and the
pristine wetlands are an important centerpiece.

To complement this, we've designed our streets to integrate with the landscape,
using local WA and Ellenbrook natives to create a streetscape that is interesting and
attractive. This provides a connection for residents between home and points of
interest: it is a connection between your private space and public open space.

Wander through established villages in Ellenbrook and see the difference a few years can
make. It's worth the effort to create a leafy, cool piece of communal space that all can enjoy.
But in order to make this happen, we need your help. Looking after your street tree is simple —
just follow our guidelines below.

Street Tree Care

. Staking and tying: Trees are provided with two stakes to assist with establishment and to help prevent
wind damage. Tree ties should be checked regularly and adjusted as the tree grows, Tree stakes can be
removed when the tree is sufficiently established to withstand windy conditions (generally 2-3 years).

. Watering: Each tree is provided with an irrigation bubbler connected to a verge watering station to ensure the
tree gets enough water during establishment. Check regularly to make sure the bubble is flowing freely.

. When to fertilize: When we plant street trees, we feed them with a special native fertilizer low in phospharous. Your tree will
benefit from an application of “Osmocote for Natives"at the beginning of spring and at the end of summer.

. Mulching: An application of garden mulch is supplied when the tree is planted. This is done around the planting circle to
help retain moisture. This area should be kept weed free and the mulch should be topped up as required. Be careful not to
excessively build up mulch against the trunk of the tree as this may cause collar rot.

. Pruning: Minor pruning may be required to maintain a desired shape and remove damaged branches.

- Whipper snipper usage: Please be careful when using a whipper snipper near your tree. If the cord accidentally
touches the trunk of your tree, it could casue irreparable damage to the bark and could kill the tree.

. Removal: We've chosen street trees for your village in accordance with a list approved by local council.
Your street tree should not be removed without written approval.

If you have any questions, or need more help, please contact
our Landscape Manager on 9297 9900.
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